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Dothan Business Hall of FameDothan Business Hall of Fame

If you were to look in the history book for the Dothan and Houston County If you were to look in the history book for the Dothan and Houston County 
area, you would be sure to find a vast manuscript filled with the names of area, you would be sure to find a vast manuscript filled with the names of 
individuals who have made a significant impact in the development of this individuals who have made a significant impact in the development of this 
area.area.

This list of names would incorporate those who have made such an impact This list of names would incorporate those who have made such an impact 
by promoting the free enterprise system of entrepreneurship. Those who by promoting the free enterprise system of entrepreneurship. Those who 
have spent a lifetime demonstrating civic leadership, philanthropy and have spent a lifetime demonstrating civic leadership, philanthropy and 
humanitarianism toward their fellow citizens. humanitarianism toward their fellow citizens. 

Recognizing the importance of these individuals, the Dothan Area Chamber Recognizing the importance of these individuals, the Dothan Area Chamber 
of Commerce and the Dothan Area Young Professionals proudly established of Commerce and the Dothan Area Young Professionals proudly established 
the Dothan Business Hall of Fame in 2011. The Hall of Fame’s mission is to the Dothan Business Hall of Fame in 2011. The Hall of Fame’s mission is to 
recognize the accomplishments and contributions of our area’s outstanding recognize the accomplishments and contributions of our area’s outstanding 
business leaders, to perpetuate and inspire values of entrepreneurial spirit, business leaders, to perpetuate and inspire values of entrepreneurial spirit, 
personal integrity and community leadership in all generations. This mission personal integrity and community leadership in all generations. This mission 
is achieved by honoring past and present business leaders and by inspiring is achieved by honoring past and present business leaders and by inspiring 
the leaders of the future.the leaders of the future.

Publicly recognizing extraordinary business leaders and establishing a Publicly recognizing extraordinary business leaders and establishing a 
record of their achievement is important on so many levels. These individuals record of their achievement is important on so many levels. These individuals 
and their contributions remind us of the constant need for renewal and changeand their contributions remind us of the constant need for renewal and change  
and the opportunity for economic success. The inductees each year serve as and the opportunity for economic success. The inductees each year serve as 
role models for our students, those persons just beginning their careers and role models for our students, those persons just beginning their careers and 
for new entrepreneurs.for new entrepreneurs.

Once the Hall of Fame was established, governing guidelines were Once the Hall of Fame was established, governing guidelines were 
written, a Board of Advisors was created and soon thereafter, nominations written, a Board of Advisors was created and soon thereafter, nominations 
for the 2011 inaugural year were accepted. It didn’t take long before 17 for the 2011 inaugural year were accepted. It didn’t take long before 17 
phenomenal nominations for the Hall of Fame’s inaugural year had been phenomenal nominations for the Hall of Fame’s inaugural year had been 
received.received.

Each year, the Hall of Fame’s Board of Advisors solicit for laureate Each year, the Hall of Fame’s Board of Advisors solicit for laureate 
nominations through the Dothan Area Chamber’s monthly newsletter and nominations through the Dothan Area Chamber’s monthly newsletter and 
website. Once nominations are closed, the Board of Advisors go through a website. Once nominations are closed, the Board of Advisors go through a 
hard and long staking process to select the laureates.hard and long staking process to select the laureates.

The Dothan Business Hall of Fame is located at the Dothan AreaThe Dothan Business Hall of Fame is located at the Dothan Area Chamber  Chamber 
of Commerce in a prominent area so those honored may be seen by Chamberof Commerce in a prominent area so those honored may be seen by Chamber  
members, prospective members, industrial prospects, visitors and the generalmembers, prospective members, industrial prospects, visitors and the general  
public.public.



The Dothan Area Chamber of CommerceThe Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce
andand

The Dothan Area Young ProfessionalsThe Dothan Area Young Professionals

are proud to presentare proud to present

The Dothan Business Hall of FameThe Dothan Business Hall of Fame

2024 Honorees2024 Honorees

William C. (Bill) AdamsWilliam C. (Bill) Adams
Adams Beverages Inc.Adams Beverages Inc.

Susan and Leslie BlumbergSusan and Leslie Blumberg
Real Estate DeveloperReal Estate Developer

Blumberg Department Store Blumberg Department Store 
Vaughn-Blumberg ServicesVaughn-Blumberg Services

Keith GivensKeith Givens
The Cochran FirmThe Cochran Firm

Charles E. OwensCharles E. Owens
Construction Partners Inc.Construction Partners Inc.

Glenn F. Wise Glenn F. Wise (1936-1986)(1936-1986)
Scientific IndustriesScientific Industries
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Susan and Leslie BlumbergSusan and Leslie Blumberg
Real Estate DeveloperReal Estate Developer

Blumberg Department Store Blumberg Department Store 
Vaughn-Blumberg ServicesVaughn-Blumberg Services

Leslie and Susan Blumberg were married June 18, 1967, and became true partners in Leslie and Susan Blumberg were married June 18, 1967, and became true partners in 
life. Together, they have touched and strengthened Dothan’s citizens and organizations life. Together, they have touched and strengthened Dothan’s citizens and organizations 
with a heart of  love and commitment to helping others. The legacy they have built stands with a heart of  love and commitment to helping others. The legacy they have built stands 
as a testament to their belief, and example to us all, that each of  us needs to lend a hand.as a testament to their belief, and example to us all, that each of  us needs to lend a hand.

Leslie was born in Dothan and attended Marion Military Institute. Susan is originally Leslie was born in Dothan and attended Marion Military Institute. Susan is originally 
from Salisbury, North Carolina, and attended the University of  Georgia.from Salisbury, North Carolina, and attended the University of  Georgia.

Leslie spent two years in Stuttgart, Germany, as a cryptographer in the U.S. Army. Leslie spent two years in Stuttgart, Germany, as a cryptographer in the U.S. Army. 
Following his military service, he attended the New York School of  Retailing.  He then Following his military service, he attended the New York School of  Retailing.  He then 
moved to Atlanta and worked at Rich’s Department store in their training program.  moved to Atlanta and worked at Rich’s Department store in their training program.  

In 1961, Leslie came home to Dothan and began work at the family business, In 1961, Leslie came home to Dothan and began work at the family business, 
Blumberg’s Department Store, which was started in 1892 by his grandfather, Hyman Blumberg’s Department Store, which was started in 1892 by his grandfather, Hyman 
Blumberg, who emigrated from Lithuania. Leslie worked at the store until it was sold in Blumberg, who emigrated from Lithuania. Leslie worked at the store until it was sold in 
1975. Located in downtown Dothan, Blumberg’s Department Store was the place where 1975. Located in downtown Dothan, Blumberg’s Department Store was the place where 
Dothan shopped. Home to Dothan’s first escalator, Blumberg’s employed approximately Dothan shopped. Home to Dothan’s first escalator, Blumberg’s employed approximately 
75 people and provided the Dothan area with an upscale full-line department store. 75 people and provided the Dothan area with an upscale full-line department store. 
During busy times, Susan also worked at Blumberg’s and shared in the company’s During busy times, Susan also worked at Blumberg’s and shared in the company’s 
commitment to service and community.commitment to service and community.

After leaving the retail business, Leslie became a real estate developer with successful After leaving the retail business, Leslie became a real estate developer with successful 
endeavors including several commercial developments state-wide.  Leslie, Powell Brewton endeavors including several commercial developments state-wide.  Leslie, Powell Brewton 
and Sam Marley developed two subdivisions in Dothan. Leslie also was one of  the and Sam Marley developed two subdivisions in Dothan. Leslie also was one of  the 
Dothan individuals who founded the Bank of  Dothan, which was later acquired by Dothan individuals who founded the Bank of  Dothan, which was later acquired by 
AmSouth and is now known as Regions.  In 1990, Leslie and his sister built the Comfort AmSouth and is now known as Regions.  In 1990, Leslie and his sister built the Comfort 
Inn that stands today as the LaQuinta Inn on Ross Clark Circle.Inn that stands today as the LaQuinta Inn on Ross Clark Circle.

Leslie has been a member of  the Dothan Rotary Club for 62 years. The club has Leslie has been a member of  the Dothan Rotary Club for 62 years. The club has 
honored him with three Paul Harris Fellows. He is the longest active member of  the club.  honored him with three Paul Harris Fellows. He is the longest active member of  the club.  
Leslie has also been honored by the Wiregrass Food Bank with their Bread of  Life award Leslie has also been honored by the Wiregrass Food Bank with their Bread of  Life award 
for extraordinary dedication to the Wiregrass and is a honorary lifetime member of  the for extraordinary dedication to the Wiregrass and is a honorary lifetime member of  the 
Dothan Area Chamber of  Commerce.Dothan Area Chamber of  Commerce.

After graduating from the University of  Georgia, Susan taught second and third After graduating from the University of  Georgia, Susan taught second and third 
grades in the Atlanta City School System. She moved to Dothan when she and Leslie grades in the Atlanta City School System. She moved to Dothan when she and Leslie 
married. Susan wasted no time in getting involved in a very important program to help married. Susan wasted no time in getting involved in a very important program to help 
individuals with  intellectual disabilities. individuals with  intellectual disabilities. 

Susan, along with Zita Vaughn, quickly identified a need for a new facility to help Susan, along with Zita Vaughn, quickly identified a need for a new facility to help 
special needs citizens. She identified three key business leaders and invited them to her special needs citizens. She identified three key business leaders and invited them to her 
home where she had enough fried chicken to feed the entire city. Over a few hours of  home where she had enough fried chicken to feed the entire city. Over a few hours of  



talking and eating, Susan and Zita had a commitment to raise the funds to build the talking and eating, Susan and Zita had a commitment to raise the funds to build the 
Vaughn-Blumberg Services center. Today, Vaughn-Blumberg Services provides services to Vaughn-Blumberg Services center. Today, Vaughn-Blumberg Services provides services to 
approximately 85 Houston County adults with intellectual disabilities and 22 children. approximately 85 Houston County adults with intellectual disabilities and 22 children. 
Countless individual lives and families have been touched because of  Susan Blumberg. Countless individual lives and families have been touched because of  Susan Blumberg. 

Susan continues to serve on the Vaughn-Blumberg Board of  Directors today. Because Susan continues to serve on the Vaughn-Blumberg Board of  Directors today. Because 
of  her community service and commitment, she has been recognized by the Dothan-of  her community service and commitment, she has been recognized by the Dothan-
Houston County Rotary, Dothan Kiwanis and Dothan Area Chamber of  Commerce.Houston County Rotary, Dothan Kiwanis and Dothan Area Chamber of  Commerce.

Leslie and Susan have been long time members of  Temple Emanu-El and have Leslie and Susan have been long time members of  Temple Emanu-El and have 
contributed time and resources to projects at the temple that have contributed significantly contributed time and resources to projects at the temple that have contributed significantly 
to the temple. Recently, the Blumbergs partnered with the Dothan City School System to the temple. Recently, the Blumbergs partnered with the Dothan City School System 
and the Liberty Learning Foundation to build and create the “Citizen Promise” program and the Liberty Learning Foundation to build and create the “Citizen Promise” program 
for high school students. This initiative helps students become life, career and citizen for high school students. This initiative helps students become life, career and citizen 
ready by creating an environment for success, setting goals for engagement and rewarding ready by creating an environment for success, setting goals for engagement and rewarding 
achievement.achievement.

Anyone who knows Leslie and Susan realize their passion for food, travel, jokes and Anyone who knows Leslie and Susan realize their passion for food, travel, jokes and 
wonderful conversation. But it is their love of  Dothan, commitment to enhancing the wonderful conversation. But it is their love of  Dothan, commitment to enhancing the 
lives of  others and hearts of  generosity that shine as an example for generations to come. lives of  others and hearts of  generosity that shine as an example for generations to come. 
You can see why they are the first couple ever to be inducted into the Dothan Business You can see why they are the first couple ever to be inducted into the Dothan Business 
Hall of  Fame.Hall of  Fame.



William C. (Bill) AdamsWilliam C. (Bill) Adams
Adams Beverages Inc.Adams Beverages Inc.

William Calvin “Bill” Adams was born July 31, 1950, in William Calvin “Bill” Adams was born July 31, 1950, in 
Dothan. He graduated from Dothan High School in 1968, Dothan. He graduated from Dothan High School in 1968, 
matriculating to The University of  Alabama. In 1972, Bill matriculating to The University of  Alabama. In 1972, Bill 
graduated from The University of  Alabama with a Bachelor of  graduated from The University of  Alabama with a Bachelor of  
Science in marketing. He was also an active member of  Sigma Nu Science in marketing. He was also an active member of  Sigma Nu 
Fraternity.Fraternity.

Upon graduation, Bill moved back to Dothan to begin working in the family business.  Upon graduation, Bill moved back to Dothan to begin working in the family business.  
Bill’s father, Billy Joe Adams, was the driving force of  Adams Beverages, always encouraging Bill’s father, Billy Joe Adams, was the driving force of  Adams Beverages, always encouraging 
Bill to grow the business.  Adams Beverages began as a small town Anheuser-Busch wholesaler Bill to grow the business.  Adams Beverages began as a small town Anheuser-Busch wholesaler 
in Dothan and has grown to a multi-state business with five facilities in Alabama and three in in Dothan and has grown to a multi-state business with five facilities in Alabama and three in 
North Carolina. Adams Beverages has been providing beer and service for over 80 years and North Carolina. Adams Beverages has been providing beer and service for over 80 years and 
has been owned and operated by family members since 1937. The company distributes in 66 has been owned and operated by family members since 1937. The company distributes in 66 
counties across Alabama and North Carolina and has 750 employees. counties across Alabama and North Carolina and has 750 employees. 

Adams Beverages has grown from a one million case operation in Dothan to 26 million Adams Beverages has grown from a one million case operation in Dothan to 26 million 
case operation in Alabama and North Carolina combined, and the company is now in top case operation in Alabama and North Carolina combined, and the company is now in top 
five Anheuser-Busch distributors in the country.five Anheuser-Busch distributors in the country.

Bill has always loved being a family business and enjoys working with both his son Clay Bill has always loved being a family business and enjoys working with both his son Clay 
and daughter Amy. Upon purchasing the Birmingham market in 2022 at the age of  71, Bill and daughter Amy. Upon purchasing the Birmingham market in 2022 at the age of  71, Bill 
pointed his car north every Monday returning on Thursday for the purpose of  leading the pointed his car north every Monday returning on Thursday for the purpose of  leading the 
new acquisition. He has never lost his love for the business.new acquisition. He has never lost his love for the business.

Bill served on the Anheuser-Busch Panel in his early years in the business. He also served Bill served on the Anheuser-Busch Panel in his early years in the business. He also served 
on the National Beer Wholesaler Association board from 2016–2019, and has been an on the National Beer Wholesaler Association board from 2016–2019, and has been an 
active member of  Alabama Beer Wholesaler Association board since 1995. active member of  Alabama Beer Wholesaler Association board since 1995. 

Bill was known for saying, “We want to own the markets we operate in from hiring the Bill was known for saying, “We want to own the markets we operate in from hiring the 
best people, servicing the brands we sell at the highest level and giving back to the community best people, servicing the brands we sell at the highest level and giving back to the community 
through being present with our brands and our people at every civic event. We must be the through being present with our brands and our people at every civic event. We must be the 
first choice of  our customers, our consumers, and our community.”first choice of  our customers, our consumers, and our community.”

Bill is very active in his community and has supported many local charities including the Bill is very active in his community and has supported many local charities including the 
Southeast Health Foundation, Champions of  Hope and Alzheimer’s Foundation. He was Southeast Health Foundation, Champions of  Hope and Alzheimer’s Foundation. He was 
also inducted in The University of  Alabama Bryant Society in 2021.also inducted in The University of  Alabama Bryant Society in 2021.

Bill and Carmen enjoy many adventures together such as traveling, fishing, teaching yoga Bill and Carmen enjoy many adventures together such as traveling, fishing, teaching yoga 
and spending time with their dogs and cats. They are grateful for their seven grandchildren and spending time with their dogs and cats. They are grateful for their seven grandchildren 
and have enjoyed creating many years of  wonderful memories with their family.and have enjoyed creating many years of  wonderful memories with their family.



Keith GivensKeith Givens
The Cochran FirmThe Cochran Firm

Keith Givens was born in Dothan and graduated from Keith Givens was born in Dothan and graduated from 
Dothan High School. He married a high school classmate, Dothan High School. He married a high school classmate, 
Carrie Faith Deloney. They have been married 38 years and Carrie Faith Deloney. They have been married 38 years and 
have two sons, John (Jessica) and Chase (Sydney) and have four have two sons, John (Jessica) and Chase (Sydney) and have four 
grandchildren, Archer, Jack, Cooper and Rose.grandchildren, Archer, Jack, Cooper and Rose.

After graduating from the University of  Alabama with After graduating from the University of  Alabama with 
undergraduate degrees in psychology and business, Keith graduated from the University undergraduate degrees in psychology and business, Keith graduated from the University 
of  Alabama School of  Law. He has been a civil trial lawyer for over 43 years, concentrating of  Alabama School of  Law. He has been a civil trial lawyer for over 43 years, concentrating 
his practice in the areas of  personal injury and wrongful death cases. He is licensed to his practice in the areas of  personal injury and wrongful death cases. He is licensed to 
practice law in Alabama, Florida, Georgia and the District of  Columbia.practice law in Alabama, Florida, Georgia and the District of  Columbia.

Keith has obtained over $1 billion in case verdicts and settlements for his clients, Keith has obtained over $1 billion in case verdicts and settlements for his clients, 
including Alabama’s highest verdict at the time for a single wrongful death, a $25 million including Alabama’s highest verdict at the time for a single wrongful death, a $25 million 
jury verdict against a drunk driver who hit a pedestrian. He was also the plaintiffs’ jury verdict against a drunk driver who hit a pedestrian. He was also the plaintiffs’ 
attorney in the $700 million settlement of  an environmental case involving PCB, which attorney in the $700 million settlement of  an environmental case involving PCB, which 
was the largest settlement in Alabama history at the time and the largest settlement for an was the largest settlement in Alabama history at the time and the largest settlement for an 
environmental case in U.S. history.environmental case in U.S. history.

Keith was a finalist for the Trial Lawyer of  the Year award, receiving recognition for a Keith was a finalist for the Trial Lawyer of  the Year award, receiving recognition for a 
trial which resulted in a $381 million jury verdict and was the highest consumer verdict trial which resulted in a $381 million jury verdict and was the highest consumer verdict 
in the nation that year. in the nation that year. 

Keith is a past president of  The National Trial Lawyers Association and The Alabama Keith is a past president of  The National Trial Lawyers Association and The Alabama 
Trial Lawyers Association. He has been a Board-Certified Civil Trial Lawyer and is Trial Lawyers Association. He has been a Board-Certified Civil Trial Lawyer and is 
a  member of  The RoundTable: America’s 25 Most Influential Trial Lawyers. He has a  member of  The RoundTable: America’s 25 Most Influential Trial Lawyers. He has 
authored and presented throughout the U.S. on a wide range of  topics concerning trial authored and presented throughout the U.S. on a wide range of  topics concerning trial 
skills in the courtroom and the business of  law.  skills in the courtroom and the business of  law.  

Keith is involved as an owner of  over 30 companies, entities, and law firms.  Most Keith is involved as an owner of  over 30 companies, entities, and law firms.  Most 
notable of  which is he is the managing shareholder of  The Cochran Firm, PC, which notable of  which is he is the managing shareholder of  The Cochran Firm, PC, which 
has over 35 offices in 20 states with its operations center located in Dothan. Along with has over 35 offices in 20 states with its operations center located in Dothan. Along with 
famed attorney Johnnie L. Cochran Jr., Keith was a founding partner of  The Cochran famed attorney Johnnie L. Cochran Jr., Keith was a founding partner of  The Cochran 
Firm. He has managed The Cochran Firm’s national operations and growth since 1998 Firm. He has managed The Cochran Firm’s national operations and growth since 1998 
to include recovery of  over $30 billion for the firm’s clients.to include recovery of  over $30 billion for the firm’s clients.

Keith, along with his sons, own Legal Associations Management, a service company Keith, along with his sons, own Legal Associations Management, a service company 
focused on providing solutions for the growth and management of  over 35 legal focused on providing solutions for the growth and management of  over 35 legal 
associations nationwide, including The National Trial Lawyers Association, the most associations nationwide, including The National Trial Lawyers Association, the most 
prestigious organization and trade association for U.S. trial lawyers. LAM conducts prestigious organization and trade association for U.S. trial lawyers. LAM conducts 
numerous national conferences and events for trial lawyers. numerous national conferences and events for trial lawyers. 

Keith and his sons own Eagle Investments, a Dothan based real estate company involved Keith and his sons own Eagle Investments, a Dothan based real estate company involved 
in purchase, rehabilitation and development of  downtown Dothan and surrounding area. in purchase, rehabilitation and development of  downtown Dothan and surrounding area. 
Most notable projects include: KBC and the adjacent buildings, currently housed by Most notable projects include: KBC and the adjacent buildings, currently housed by 
America’s Top Chef, Kelsey Barnard Clark, and her restaurant business; the historic First America’s Top Chef, Kelsey Barnard Clark, and her restaurant business; the historic First 
National Bank, located on the corner of  Main and Foster streets, currently the home National Bank, located on the corner of  Main and Foster streets, currently the home 
of  The Cochran Firm’s south Alabama regional office; the old AmSouth building, the of  The Cochran Firm’s south Alabama regional office; the old AmSouth building, the 
current home of  Legal Associations Management and The Cochran Firm operations current home of  Legal Associations Management and The Cochran Firm operations 
office; The Grand,  the number one event venue in the Wiregrass area; the Givens family office; The Grand,  the number one event venue in the Wiregrass area; the Givens family 
has donated properties that are currently used as parks including Justice Park and Porter has donated properties that are currently used as parks including Justice Park and Porter 
Park; and The Cochran Firm Tower, formally the Wells Fargo building located on Ross Park; and The Cochran Firm Tower, formally the Wells Fargo building located on Ross 
Clark Circle.Clark Circle.



Charles E. OwensCharles E. Owens
Construction Partners Inc.Construction Partners Inc.

Charles Edward Owens was born March 28, 1950, in Enterprise, Charles Edward Owens was born March 28, 1950, in Enterprise, 
Alabama, the son of  Mr. and Mrs. Milfred Owens. He was raised Alabama, the son of  Mr. and Mrs. Milfred Owens. He was raised 
in Midland City with his three sisters and one brother, graduating in Midland City with his three sisters and one brother, graduating 
from Dale County High School in 1968.from Dale County High School in 1968.

Charles married Julia Ann Bryan of  Abbeville in 1971, and they Charles married Julia Ann Bryan of  Abbeville in 1971, and they 
were married for 45 years until Julia passed away in 2015. Charles credits his success to his were married for 45 years until Julia passed away in 2015. Charles credits his success to his 
beloved wife and her devotion to supporting their family. They have two children: Brandon, beloved wife and her devotion to supporting their family. They have two children: Brandon, 
who lives in Birmingham, and Alicia, who lives in Dothan. He is the proud grandfather of  who lives in Birmingham, and Alicia, who lives in Dothan. He is the proud grandfather of  
three grandchildren: Grayson, Charlie, and Hunter.three grandchildren: Grayson, Charlie, and Hunter.

Charles learned the value of  hard work as a child. His father died when he was 13, leaving Charles learned the value of  hard work as a child. His father died when he was 13, leaving 
him and his siblings to support the family. Armed with a solid work ethic, self-discipline and him and his siblings to support the family. Armed with a solid work ethic, self-discipline and 
a desire to learn, he entered the roadbuilding industry by working for Couch Construction a desire to learn, he entered the roadbuilding industry by working for Couch Construction 
during his high school summer breaks. He began a full-time career at the company in 1971 during his high school summer breaks. He began a full-time career at the company in 1971 
as a clerk while attending Troy State University in Dothan at night, where he received his as a clerk while attending Troy State University in Dothan at night, where he received his 
Bachelor of  Science in business administration in 1980.Bachelor of  Science in business administration in 1980.

Charles worked for Couch Construction for the next 20 years, holding various management Charles worked for Couch Construction for the next 20 years, holding various management 
positions, including field superintendent, estimator and manager, in both the ready-mix positions, including field superintendent, estimator and manager, in both the ready-mix 
concrete and asphalt divisions. While serving in those roles, he worked under the leadership of  concrete and asphalt divisions. While serving in those roles, he worked under the leadership of  
Sam Torrence and Quin Flowers, learning valuable lessons from both owners of  the company.Sam Torrence and Quin Flowers, learning valuable lessons from both owners of  the company.

In 1986, Couch sold to Superfos, a publicly traded company based in Copenhagen, In 1986, Couch sold to Superfos, a publicly traded company based in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Charles’ career continued to thrive at Superfos and, in 1995, he was named Denmark. Charles’ career continued to thrive at Superfos and, in 1995, he was named 
president and CEO of  Superfos Construction (U.S.). Under his leadership, the company president and CEO of  Superfos Construction (U.S.). Under his leadership, the company 
flourished, expanding throughout Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kansas and Oklahoma, and flourished, expanding throughout Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kansas and Oklahoma, and 
growing to become the fifth largest asphalt producer in the United States. Charles parted with growing to become the fifth largest asphalt producer in the United States. Charles parted with 
Superfos in 1999 after it was acquired by APAC, a division of  Ashland Oil.Superfos in 1999 after it was acquired by APAC, a division of  Ashland Oil.

In 2001, Charles partnered with Suntx Capital Partners, a private equity firm based In 2001, Charles partnered with Suntx Capital Partners, a private equity firm based 
in Dallas, Texas, to establish Construction Partners Inc., based in Dothan. He served as in Dallas, Texas, to establish Construction Partners Inc., based in Dothan. He served as 
president and CEO officer of  Construction Partners for the next two decades and grew president and CEO officer of  Construction Partners for the next two decades and grew 
the company throughout the Southeast by acquiring and expanding privately-owned asphalt the company throughout the Southeast by acquiring and expanding privately-owned asphalt 
and roadbuilding businesses. The success of  Superfos and Construction Partners was from and roadbuilding businesses. The success of  Superfos and Construction Partners was from 
Charles’ commitment to developing a team of  great leaders that executed the company’s Charles’ commitment to developing a team of  great leaders that executed the company’s 
control, profitable growth strategy.control, profitable growth strategy.

Under Charles’ leadership, Construction Partners has grown to become a nationally Under Charles’ leadership, Construction Partners has grown to become a nationally 
recognized infrastructure company operating across six southeastern states. Construction recognized infrastructure company operating across six southeastern states. Construction 
Partners has nearly 4,500 employees and more than $1.3 billion in revenue in fiscal 2023. The Partners has nearly 4,500 employees and more than $1.3 billion in revenue in fiscal 2023. The 
company publicly traded on the NASDAQ Global Select Market following its initial public company publicly traded on the NASDAQ Global Select Market following its initial public 
offering in May 2018. Charles retired in 2021 and now serves as vice chairman of  the Board offering in May 2018. Charles retired in 2021 and now serves as vice chairman of  the Board 
of  Directors and a member of  the acquisition working group for Construction Partners.of  Directors and a member of  the acquisition working group for Construction Partners.

In his personal life, Charles is a member of  First Baptist Church of  Dothan. He also In his personal life, Charles is a member of  First Baptist Church of  Dothan. He also 
contributes to a number of  civic and philanthropic causes, serving on boards of  local contributes to a number of  civic and philanthropic causes, serving on boards of  local 
businesses and nonprofits benefiting the Wiregrass area. businesses and nonprofits benefiting the Wiregrass area. 

Charles’ leadership, vision and dedication to his family and colleagues have inspired Charles’ leadership, vision and dedication to his family and colleagues have inspired 
countless other leaders and have had an immeasurable impact on the asphalt industry, the countless other leaders and have had an immeasurable impact on the asphalt industry, the 
Wiregrass community and beyond. Wiregrass community and beyond. 



Glen F. Wise Glen F. Wise (1936-1986)(1936-1986)
Scientific IndustriesScientific Industries

Glenn Wise was born August 24,1936, in Cuthbert, Georgia to Glenn Wise was born August 24,1936, in Cuthbert, Georgia to 
Alice and Leon Wise. The family later moved to Eufaula where he Alice and Leon Wise. The family later moved to Eufaula where he 
played on the 1953 state championship basketball team.  While played on the 1953 state championship basketball team.  While 
attending Troy University, he met the love of  his life Sara Hendrix. attending Troy University, he met the love of  his life Sara Hendrix. 
The couple married in 1956 and began their life together in The couple married in 1956 and began their life together in 
Dothan, where Glenn began his career as a Sears’ bookkeeper and Dothan, where Glenn began his career as a Sears’ bookkeeper and 
Sara taught English at Young Junior High School. They have two Sara taught English at Young Junior High School. They have two 

daughters, Dawn and Laura.  daughters, Dawn and Laura.  

Glenn later went to work for Grady Loftin at Maintenance Incorporated. It was Glenn later went to work for Grady Loftin at Maintenance Incorporated. It was 
here he met his lifelong business partner Charles Taylor. The two eventually bought the here he met his lifelong business partner Charles Taylor. The two eventually bought the 
company and began the business of  government contracting. Their office was a station company and began the business of  government contracting. Their office was a station 
wagon by day that doubled as a hotel room by night. wagon by day that doubled as a hotel room by night. 

With the success of  Maintenance Incorporated, Glenn began another company, With the success of  Maintenance Incorporated, Glenn began another company, 
Scientific Industries, which had the focus of  government waste management contracts. Scientific Industries, which had the focus of  government waste management contracts. 
The company quickly grew, but Glenn saw more opportunities. He saw the coming need The company quickly grew, but Glenn saw more opportunities. He saw the coming need 
for private commercial garbage pick-up, and the eventual takeover from governmental for private commercial garbage pick-up, and the eventual takeover from governmental 
waste pick-up. He began this part of  the business locally, but saw potential in other waste pick-up. He began this part of  the business locally, but saw potential in other 
places. Wherever he had a government contract, he would also start a commercial waste places. Wherever he had a government contract, he would also start a commercial waste 
business.  business.  

Glenn started another business, Quan Ayer, that performed ride and lawn maintenance Glenn started another business, Quan Ayer, that performed ride and lawn maintenance 
at Busch Gardens. This was a huge job and very unlike any he had done before; however, at Busch Gardens. This was a huge job and very unlike any he had done before; however, 
he enjoyed this endeavor and made lifelong friends while building the business. He had he enjoyed this endeavor and made lifelong friends while building the business. He had 
another business undertaking that took him a little out of  his comfort zone when he another business undertaking that took him a little out of  his comfort zone when he 
and Charles bought Van Ritch, a high-end ladies clothing store. After years of  successful and Charles bought Van Ritch, a high-end ladies clothing store. After years of  successful 
growth, and clothing all the girls in their two families, Glenn and Charles decided to sell.  growth, and clothing all the girls in their two families, Glenn and Charles decided to sell.  

There was more to Glenn than work.  He was an avid tennis player. He and John There was more to Glenn than work.  He was an avid tennis player. He and John 
Watson established a tennis tournament called the W&W No Pro Am.  They would Watson established a tennis tournament called the W&W No Pro Am.  They would 
commandeer private tennis courts all over the city and play for two days until a champion commandeer private tennis courts all over the city and play for two days until a champion 
was crowned. Along with tennis, Glenn was also a bird hunting enthusiast. was crowned. Along with tennis, Glenn was also a bird hunting enthusiast. 

Glenn always preferred to be the unsung hero. He helped many people and most had Glenn always preferred to be the unsung hero. He helped many people and most had 
no idea where the help came from. He was also very active in First United Methodist no idea where the help came from. He was also very active in First United Methodist 
where he served as a Sunday School teacher, youth counselor and was on many leadership where he served as a Sunday School teacher, youth counselor and was on many leadership 
committees over the years.   committees over the years.   

Glenn established the Sage Foundation whose purpose was to give Christmas to Glenn established the Sage Foundation whose purpose was to give Christmas to 
families that would not otherwise have one. Volunteers would shop for gifts and gather families that would not otherwise have one. Volunteers would shop for gifts and gather 
necessary items to provide Christmas dinners to the families. The only caveat was the necessary items to provide Christmas dinners to the families. The only caveat was the 
donor was to remain anonymous. Glenn was also instrumental in the development of  donor was to remain anonymous. Glenn was also instrumental in the development of  
Landmark Park where he served on the Board of  Directors in the early years.  Landmark Park where he served on the Board of  Directors in the early years.  

Glenn sold his companies in December of  1985. He desired to renew his entrepreneurial Glenn sold his companies in December of  1985. He desired to renew his entrepreneurial 
endeavors, but first wanted to enjoy a great adventure with Sara and take a cruise around endeavors, but first wanted to enjoy a great adventure with Sara and take a cruise around 
the world.  Unfortunately, on January 5, 1986, Glenn was diagnosed with renal cell the world.  Unfortunately, on January 5, 1986, Glenn was diagnosed with renal cell 
carcinoma.  He passed away five months later at the age of  49.carcinoma.  He passed away five months later at the age of  49.

It is safe to say that Glenn accomplished a lot in his short life.  He left a viable imprint It is safe to say that Glenn accomplished a lot in his short life.  He left a viable imprint 
on the lives of  those he touched.  He was a local business pioneer in the city he loved.  on the lives of  those he touched.  He was a local business pioneer in the city he loved.  



2023 Honorees2023 Honorees
Dutch HollandDutch Holland

Harley-Davidson of DothanHarley-Davidson of Dothan

Ronald S. OwenRonald S. Owen
Southeast Alabama Medical Southeast Alabama Medical 

CenterCenter

James W. RaneJames W. Rane
Great Southern Wood Great Southern Wood 

PreservingPreserving

John SummerfordJohn Summerford
Summerford Pallet CompanySummerford Pallet Company
Summerford Truck Line Inc.Summerford Truck Line Inc.

2019 Honorees2019 Honorees
A. B. ClarkA. B. Clark

DSI Security ServicesDSI Security Services

Dr. Marnix E. HeersinkDr. Marnix E. Heersink
Eye Center SouthEye Center South

Tom A. WestTom A. West
Tom West CompanyTom West Company

2022 Honorees2022 Honorees
Mark S. CulverMark S. Culver

Houston County CommissionHouston County Commission

David “Mit” KirklandDavid “Mit” Kirkland
Scenic Cable Network & Scenic Cable Network & 

ProductionsProductions

Dr. Press Thornton, Jr.Dr. Press Thornton, Jr.
Press Thornton Future Press Thornton Future 

Masters Golf TournamentMasters Golf Tournament

Samuel Mason TorrenceSamuel Mason Torrence
Couch Construction Couch Construction 

CompanyCompany

Hugh Ward Wheelless, Jr.Hugh Ward Wheelless, Jr.
Wheelless Development & Wheelless Development & 

RealtyRealty

2018 Honorees2018 Honorees
Velma J. TribueVelma J. Tribue

VVelma Tribue State Farm elma Tribue State Farm 
InsuranceInsurance

C. Charles Nailen, Jr.C. Charles Nailen, Jr.
BBG Specialty Foods Inc. - BBG Specialty Foods Inc. - 

Taco Bell Corp.Taco Bell Corp.

Reafield VesterReafield Vester
Alabama Cooperative Alabama Cooperative 

Extension SystemExtension System

Sam WainwrightSam Wainwright
Wainwright EngineeringWainwright Engineering

Dothan Business Hall of FameDothan Business Hall of Fame



2017 Honorees2017 Honorees
S. Earl DoveS. Earl Dove

AAA Cooper TransportationAAA Cooper Transportation

W. Earl DurdenW. Earl Durden
Durden Outdoor Displays Durden Outdoor Displays 

Inc.Inc.

R. Hayne Hollis, IIIR. Hayne Hollis, III
Hollis & Spann ContractorsHollis & Spann Contractors

Alan C. LivingstonAlan C. Livingston
Lee, Livingston, Lee, Nichols Lee, Livingston, Lee, Nichols 

& Barron, PC& Barron, PC

2015 Honorees2015 Honorees
James F. ColemanJames F. Coleman

Coleman Worldwide MovingColeman Worldwide Moving

John E. DownsJohn E. Downs
Qualico Steel Co. Inc.Qualico Steel Co. Inc.

John H. EdgeJohn H. Edge
Flowers HospitalFlowers Hospital

Michael D. SchmitzMichael D. Schmitz
Mike Schmitz Automotive Mike Schmitz Automotive 

GroupGroup

2016 Honorees2016 Honorees
Dr. Linda YoungDr. Linda Young

Wallace Community CollegeWallace Community College

Thomas Allen “Tom” ShirleyThomas Allen “Tom” Shirley
Home Oil Co. Inc. / Hobo Home Oil Co. Inc. / Hobo 

Pantry Food StoresPantry Food Stores

2014 Honorees2014 Honorees
Norma Saliba HansonNorma Saliba Hanson

Norma Hanson & AssociatesNorma Hanson & Associates

Larry G. BlumbergLarry G. Blumberg
Larry Blumberg & Associates Larry Blumberg & Associates 

(LBA Hospitality)(LBA Hospitality)

John A. ContiJohn A. Conti
Hedstrom Co.Hedstrom Co.

Larry C. RegisterLarry C. Register
Register Realty Co. Inc.Register Realty Co. Inc.

Dr. Jack L. SasserDr. Jack L. Sasser
Wiregrass Rehabilitation Wiregrass Rehabilitation 

Center Inc.Center Inc.

Dothan Business Hall of FameDothan Business Hall of Fame



2013 Honorees2013 Honorees
JJohn H. “Red” Doveohn H. “Red” Dove

AAA Cooper TranspoAAA Cooper Transportationrtation

Morris M. SlingluffMorris M. Slingluff
Slingluff United InsuranceSlingluff United Insurance

Ralph SmithRalph Smith
Lewis-Smith Supply Corp.Lewis-Smith Supply Corp.

2011 Honorees2011 Honorees
Agnes D. SimpsonAgnes D. Simpson

WOOF RadioWOOF Radio

G. Mack DoveG. Mack Dove
AAA Cooper TransportationAAA Cooper Transportation

Dr. Paul R. FlowersDr. Paul R. Flowers
Flowers HospitalFlowers Hospital

James W. Grant, IIIJames W. Grant, III
James Grant RealtyJames Grant Realty

Wallace D. Malone, Sr.Wallace D. Malone, Sr.
First National BankFirst National Bank

Richmond C. McClintock, Sr.Richmond C. McClintock, Sr.
McClintock & AssociatesMcClintock & Associates

Alfred J. SalibaAlfred J. Saliba
Alfred Saliba Corp.Alfred Saliba Corp.

2012 Honorees2012 Honorees
Eustace E. Bishop, Sr.Eustace E. Bishop, Sr.

Bishop Laundry and CleanersBishop Laundry and Cleaners

William Jesse ForresterWilliam Jesse Forrester
Sanitary DairySanitary Dairy

John H. Glanton, Jr.John H. Glanton, Jr.
Glanton and Son Glanton and Son 

Homebuilding and Real Homebuilding and Real 
EstateEstate

Harry P. HallHarry P. Hall
Dothan Federal Savings Dothan Federal Savings 

and Loanand Loan

John Holman WatsonJohn Holman Watson
Smith’s Inc. of DothanSmith’s Inc. of Dothan

Dothan Business Hall of FameDothan Business Hall of Fame





20242024

AAA Cooper Transportation
ServisFirst Bank
TriState Graphics

Watson & Downs Investments

GOLD

PRESENTING

Coleman Worldwide Moving
DSI Security Services

Great Southern Wood Preserving Inc.
Larry Blumberg & Associates (LBA Hospitality)

MidSouth Bank
Property Champions Real Estate

Regions Bank
Wallace Community College

TABLE SPONSORS


